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10 
My Friends and Par iſhioners, 


N 1 and Illneſs have 
long detained me from officiat- 
ing as your Miniſter, and obliged me to 

provide an Aſſiſtant. But my Hcart's 
Deſire that you may be ſaved, and my 

natural Affection for you, have induced 
me to publiſh this Sermon, and to pre- 
ſent you with it; that it may be a con- 
tinual Ribortation to embrace and en- 
tertain the noble Principles of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and to reap the happy Fruits of them; 
and to deter you from the Reproach and 

Puniſhment of Infidelity and Wicked- 

neſs; and that it may be a continual 

Monument and Teſtimony of the Love 

and Reſpect I bare you, and a perpe- 
tual Acknowledgment of the many kind 
and friendly Offices, which I have al 

ways experienced among you. 
The Goſpel is the beſt Information of 

a divine Faith and Chriſtian Life, which 
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is the Fountain of all true Wiſdom and 

Knowledge, a Revelation of the Fall 
and Redemption of Mankind by Jeſus 
Chriſt, a Meſſage from God to {ſinful 
Men and a Guide to his heavenly Habi- 
_ tations, which is nigh you, in your 
Hands, and in your Houſes, moſt wor- 
thy and requiſite to be carefully read and 
inwardly digeſted by you, and ſome 
part of it daily retained in your Memory. 
By thus reminding you of the Excel- 


EE lency of theſe Doctrines, and your Obli- 


gations to love and ſerve God, I ſhall 
endeavour that you may be able, after 
my Deceale, to have theſe Things al- 
ways in Remembrance, and to obtain 
the Recompence of the Reward. 


Which is the men Prayer 


of your faithful Servant 


E. B. 


Nature and Excellency of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and of the Rewards and 
Puniſhments of Virtue and of Vice. 


PHILIPPIANS i iw. 8. 


Finalh, Brethren, whatſoever Things are true, 
whatſoever J. bings are honeſt, whatſoever J hinge 
are juſt, whatſoever Things ore pure, bal ſo- 
ever Things are lovely, hafſoeven Things are 
of good Report; if there be any Virtue, if 
there be any Praiſe, think on 295 T hinge. 


INALLY Brethren, in theſe Words 
of St. Paul, I bid you farewel ; and by 
theſe excellent Doctrines intreat you to 

0" eſtabliſh and ſecure your everlaſling 
Peace and Felicity: That your whole Spirit and 

Soul and Body may be preſerved blameleſs unto 

the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

3 For 


E 
For the generality of Men, by their corrupt 
Luſts, are tempted and ſeduced to offend againſt 
God, and to indulge themſelves in ſinful Actions 
and forbidden Pleaſures; which darken the Un- 
derſtanding, make the Will rebellious, break 
through all Bounds of Reaſon and Religion, and 
lead Men to do what they condemn themſelves 
for; and for which (without ſincere and hearty 
Repentance) they will be condemned to everlaſt- 
ing Puniſhment. This Ignorance and Contempt 
of Religion and divine Virtues flows from the 
Repugnancy of our vicious Inclinations to an ho- 
ly and unblameable Life, which is inconſiſtent 
with Impiety and Ungodlineſs, and with the 
gainful and pleaſurable Life, which moſt Men 
propoſe to themſelves. From hence many are 
Content to deceive themſelves with a flight and 
ſuperficial Holineſs, and ſtrive to ſerve God and 
their own Luſts together; and worſhip him out- 
wardly, whilſt inwardly they are eſtranged from 
him: They ſeek to hide their Vices from the 
Remarks and Cenfures of Men, whilſt God 
hideth himſelf from them, and they are given 
over to a reprobate Mind. Thus the Miſer loves 


: his Gold more than God; and purſues his Hap- 


pineſs, not in the Paths of Piety and Virtue, but 
of Greedineſs and Avarice; which is Idolatry : 
The worldly minded Man will not be concerned 
in the Practice of Religion, any further than ſuits 


with his Conveniency; ſo as to keep his Credit, and 


be a Gainer by the Bargain: The Libertine will 
not be debarred from thinking and acting ac- 
curding to his own Will and Pleaſure; nor re- 
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ſtrained from ridiculing thoſe Things, which are 
pure and lovely, and moſt acceptable to God and 
good Men. All tuch Offenders are a Seed of 
evil Doers, Children that are Corruptors, Scof- 
fers walking after their own Luſts, miſerable 
Slaves of Sin unto Death, and condemned to end- 
leis Shame and Puniſhment : Whoſe End is De- 
ſtruction, whoſe God is their Belly, who glory 
in their Shame. 

Theſe Principles and Practices are entirely op- 
poſite to, and inconſiſtent with good Inclinations 
and virtuous Deeds: We {hall either hate the one 
and love the other, or hold to the one, and deſpite 
the other: For it cannot be otherwite, than that 
Men ſhould negle& and contemn thoſe religious 
Duties, which oppoſe and condemn their lewd 
Deſires and vicious Courſe of Life: It cannot be 
wondered at, that they ſhould refuſe and reject 
the molt excellent Laws and Doctrines, which 
ſo much contradict their own Devices and wick- 
ed Deſigns; and that they will not ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be undeceived and reclaimed by any 
thing, which tends to rectify their Minds, and 
to lefſen their Gains and Pleaſures. 

But nothing will more tend to diſcover and : 
diſp lay the Beant ty and Gain of Godlineſs, and 
the Deſormity of Ungodlineſs; nothing more 
copduce to inform our Judginents aright, and 
vifeity determine our Choice, whom we ſhould. 
ierve in our Livcs and Converſations, whether 
God or the Devil, than a due Conſideration of 


theſe Words; 


bal ſocver 


— 
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Whatſoever Things are true, whatſoever Things 


are honeſt, whatſoever Things are juſt, whatſoever 


Things are pure, whatſoever Things are lovely, 

whatſoever Things are of good Report. 
In diſcourſing upon which Words I ſhall con- 

ſider, EO 


1{t, The Nature and Excellency of the Chri- 


ſtian Religion, which enjoins theſe Things, and 


how oppoſite and inconſiſtent they are with an 


impious and ſinful Courſe of Life. 


2dly, The good and bad Conſequences of 
Virtue and Vice, and how different the Rewards 


and Puniſhments be in this Life and in the next. 


The Nature and Excellency of the Chriſtian 


Religion conſiſts in thoſe Principles and divine 
Virtues, which the Apoſtle here recommends, 
which are manifeſtly perfective of the Wiſdom 
and Felicity of human Nature : for Religion is 
the Image of the Almighty, ſhining in the Soul 
of Man, a faint Reſemblance of the divine Per- 
fections of the Godhead, which are known and 
_ diſcovered in Habits of Purity, Truth and Good- 
neſs; which exert and manifeſt themſelves in 
doing thoſe Things which are wiſe and juſt, 


honeſt and of good Report, and lovely and com- 
mendable in the Sight of all Men. Which ren- 


der Mankind faithful Subjects and Servants of 
the Almighty Maker and Govenor of the Uni- 
verſe; chearfully ſubmitting to his Providence, 
and reſolutely bent to do his Will in all Things: 
| Which make Men Benefactors and Friends to 


the 
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the reſt of Mankind, and to act upon Principles 
of Truth and Rightcouſneks, of Mercy and Chia- 
rity : Which make them wiſe and temperate, 
humble and reſigned in all Conditions of Lite, 
and to abhor every Thing which is unbecoming 
and inconſiſtent with their Character and Pro- 
feſſion. 

The Chriſtian Religion is a Revelation of e- 
ternal Light and Goodneſs from Heaven, com- 
muniĩcated unto Men to conduct them thither : 
manifeſting itſelf in pure Intentions and virtuous 
Actions; and is confirmed and eſtabliſhed in us 
by greater Supplies of divine Grace and Pow- 
er from on high: Which implies a Freedom 
from corrupt Luſts ; a Releaſe from the Cares 
and Troubles of the World; a Reconciliation 
with God by Jefus Chriſt ; and a Reſtoration to 
a State of Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs and Peace. 
Whoſoever conſiders the Nature and Excellency 
of our Religion, will find how it guides the Af- 
fections to noble Ends and Purpoſes, and perfects 
our Nature in the Attainment of true Felicity : 
Whoſoever recollects what Advantages it ſecures 
to Mankind in their Commerce and Converſa— 
tion with each other, from the Practice of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, of Honeſty and Charity, will 
acknowledge how good and profitable it is to be 
thus wiſely and uſefully employed: Whoſoever 
remarks what Light and Knowledge, what Joy 
and Comfort, what Reſt and Peace, it admi- 
niſters in all Conditions and Circumſtances of 
Lite, will find it recommending itſelf above all 

B other 
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other Conſiderations to our Choice and Appro- 
bation. 


It would be amazing to ſee, how much it is 
baniſhed out of Mens Minds and Converſations; 


how much it is neglected and unknown, laid 


aſide and counterſeited by the generality of Man- 
kind; but that we find by Experience, that Men 
by worldly Luſts and carnal Security, are un- 
knowing of the Power and Goodneſs of God, un- 
mindful of his Redemption of the World by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and unconcerned about the Duties and 
Benefits of, a religious and holy Life: They loſe 
the Power of ſeeing and ſeeking what is for their 
own preſent Good, and will conduce to their e- 
ternal Peace and Happineſs : They cannot know | 
nor diſcern the Things which are pure and holy, 
relating to the Kingdom of God, and a bleſſed 


Immortality, which are ſpiritually diſcerned ; 
which are above the Reach of our degenerate 


Natare, and require the divine Influence, and the 


Inſpiration of the Spirit of God. 


From hence it will appear that good Men are 
moſt honourable and highly to be eſteemed, who 


are of divine Extraction, and born of God, who 


are renewed in his Image and Likeneſs, and are 
full of Grace and Truth, of divine Virtues and 
good Works; who are Heirs of a glorious and 
never fading Inheritance. 


Nobility of Birth and human Ae 


ments may make Men admired and applauded 


in the World, but cannot give that true Great- 


neſs of Mind, thoſe noble Sentiments, thoſe ex- 


ccllent Qualifications | and Ornaments as the 
3 heavenly 
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heavenly Birth and holy Life, which raiſe out 
Affections above the World, to partake of the 
Love and Goodneſs of God, and of the Grace 
and Redemption of Chriſt, and of the divineVir- 
tues and Fruits of his holy Spirit. High Birth 
is often ſullied and debaſed by ſinful Luſts and 
wicked Practices, which render Men vile and 
contemptible, and bring them to Shame and 
Puniſhment : But a divine Extraction and Spirit 
is ever doing whatſoever Things are honeſt, 
whatſoever Things are lovely and of good Re- 
port; ever ſeeking the Glory of God and the 
Good of Men, and increaſing in everlaſting Fe- 
 liity, Pres _ 1 
The largeſt Income and Revenue, the greateſt 
Retinue and Grandeur, cannot make a Man ſo 
honourable and beloved, as Religion and Virtue; 
which is adorned with a meek and quiet Spirit, 
and employed in Works of Piety and Godlineſs, 


of Righteouſneſs and Charity, and is ever laying | 


up a Treaſure in Heaven which cannot fail: The 
one is often conſumed in Revelling and Drunk- 
enneſs, in Riot and Exceſs, which is attended 
with endleſs Remorſe and Miſery : But the Work 
of the other is Peace and the Effect of Righte- 
douſneſs, Quietnets, and Aflurance forever. 
| Good and bad Men are diſtinguiſhed in the 
_ outward and inward Man, and it is apparently 
evident whoſe Son and Servants they be; whe- 
ther of Sin unto Death, or of Obedience unto 
Righteouſneſs : To whom we yield ourſelves 
Servants to obey, his Servants we are to whoni 
we obey : So a divine Spirit, and fuperior Excel- 
B 2 leney 
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lency of Soul is manifeſt in the Children of God; 
there is a Likeneſs to their Redeemer, the only 
begotten Son of God; they have that Meckneſs 
and Conformity to the Will of God, whereby 
regenerate Chriſtians and the Sons of God are 
plainly diſtinguiſhed from natural and worldly 
minded Men, in their outward Appearance and 
Behaviour, The Righteous ſhine with peculiar 
Brightneſs and Glory, which is darted upon them 
from Heaven, and they are continually employed 
in doing thoſe Things which are pure and lovely, 
good and commendable : But Pride, Malice, and 
Intemperance, will be viſible in the Countenance of 
the Ungodly and Debauched, and diſcover them- 
ſelves in the outward Man: Vicious Affections 
and ſinful Habits are written in the Forehead; 
and Men are often branded with thoſe Crimes 
to which they are molt addicted: Anger and Pal- 
| flon will diforder the Countenance, and Shame 
and Confuſion often overtake the Offender, whilſt 
he denies the Fact, and prove him guilty. Nei- 
ther Adulterers nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor 
Drunkards, nor Revilers go undiſcovered by 
Men, nor unpuniſhed by the Diſcerner of our 
Hearts, and Judge of all the Earth. The Re- 
generate and Righteous are known by their 
Looks and Behaviour ; they have a divine Light 
and Wiſdom, Innocence and Peace ſtamped up- 
on them, and are ever ſhining to a greater Like- 
neſs and Conformity to their divine Original, 
the Saviour of the World; ever regulating their 
Affections, ever correcting their Errors, accord- 
ing to the moſt excellent Rules of Purity and 
; 5 Holineſs, 
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Holineſs, which he hath given them; ever la- 
bouring for that Meat, which periſhcth not, and 
to increaſe in Grace and Goodneſs, in divine 
Virtues and Perfections, whereby they may be 
ſeen to be choſen out of the World, a peculiar 
People, zealous of good Works; whereby thcir 
Relation to God may be clearly ditcerned, and 
that they have his Lite and Spirit within them, and 
that excellent Diſpoſition and Demeanor which 
will make it maniteſt that they are the Sons of 
God. But wicked Men are of their Father the 
Devil ; they derive their evil Diſpoſition, and vile 
Affections from him, whoſe Image and Super- 
ſcription they bear, whoſe Work and Will they 
perform; and are ever ſpreading Infidelity and 
Malice and Miſchief amongit Men. In this the 
Children of God are manifeſt, and the Children 


of the Devil; the one always entertain good In- 


tentions and Defigns ; the other doeth not Rig nte- 


ouſneſs, and loveth not his Brother. 

Good Chriſtians are enlightened from above 
to approve Things that are excellent, and ſtrength- 
ened with Might by the Spirit of God, that 
they may be fncere and without Offence till the 
Day of Chriſt. Such Souls ſee and know the Va- 
nity of worldly Wiſdom, and periſhing Enjoy- 
ments; and will not prefer gaudy Trifles before 
divine Virtues; nor worldly Wealth before a 
Treaſure in Heaven; will not chooſe Corruption 
before Incorruption ; and a ſhort miſcroble Life 
before an happy and eternal one: Such a Soul 
will guide it's Affections and Deſires to obſerve 
the Laws of Truth and Righteouſneſs in all it's 


Actions „ 


1 
Actions, and to do that which is right and good 
in the Sicht of God and Man; will avoid and 
abhor all Fraud and Violence, all Diſſimulation 


and Hypocriſy : Such a Soul beholds the Glory 


of God continually diſplayed throughout the 


whole Creation; conſiders the Gifts of Provi- 
dence and Grace, and bleſſeth God for being 
itſelf Partaker of them: Such a Soul ſees it's own 


Weakneſs and Corruption by Sin, and endea- 


vours to obtain Reconciliation with God through 


Jeſus Chriſt; which knows and loves him, who 


is the Meſſenger and Witneſs of the Goſpel Co- 


venant, of the Rewards of Virtue and Innocence, 
and of the Felicities of a future State; Him, 
who is the Author of our Faith, the Word to 


declare the Will of God; the Sacrifice for Sin; 
the Pattern of Patience, Love and Meekneſs; 


the Conqueror of Death and Darkneſs; and the 


Reſtorer of Peace and heavenly Bliſs; Him, who 


is the Giver of Wiſdom, Truth and Righteouſ- 


neſs; of Redemption, Grace and Salvation, by 
his Goſpel and holy * that is revealed and 


dwelleth in us. 
This is Wiſdom and Knowledge far more 


excellent than Nature and the World can yield, 
which cannot diſcern the Things of the Spirit 
of God, but is under the Curſe and confined to 


earthly Things, and periſhing Enjoyments: The 
Things which are not ſeen are far more deſire- 
able, which will not deceive nor diſappoint our 

Hopes and Expectations; than thoſe which are 
ſeen, and will not profit us; which only delude 


us with falſe Appearances of poo for a 


ſhort 
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ſhort Time, and in the End will vaniſh away, 


and prove inſipid, worthleſs, helpleſs Vanities. 
Without this Knowledge of the Truth and reli- 


gious Principles, how is the Mind of Man alien- 


ated from God, and always ſtriving to live with- 


out him in the World: Without this Know- 


ledge of God, and of Chriſt, and of their own 


Frailty and Sinfulneſs, and continual Depend- 
| ance upon him fer Life and Salvation, how 
fearleſs and ſecurely do Men live, how un- 


thankful and diſobedient are they to the Al- 
mighty Governor of the World? How do they 


toil and labour for the Wind and run into Con- 


fuſion and every evil Work, and fall into Mi- 
chiefs and Miſery without any Reſtraint ? How 
confidently do they provoke the Maker and Go- 


vernor of all Things, and wilfully neglect and 


oppole his Laws and Government, by their open 


Profaneneſs and Rebellion againſt him? How 


do they injure one another by Diſhoneſty and 
Iujuſtice, Hazel and Revenge? How do they 
oppole their own Good and Welfare, when 
they bring Trouble and Shame and everlaſting 
Puniſhment upon themſclves? who will boaſt 
in their Wickedne's, and glory in their Shame, 
and are at laſt made Monuments and Examples 
of the divine Wrath and Vengeance. 

Such 1s the fatal Conſequence of diſbelieving 
the Goſpel, and oppoſing the revealed Will of 
God: Such is the Reſtraint which Sin layeth 


upon us, and our Captiviry under it: Such is 


i's Tyranny and Repugnancy to whatſoever 
Things are true, to whatſoever Things are ho- 


neſt, 
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neſt, to whatſoever Things are juſt, to what- 
ſocver Things are e pure, lovely ad of good Re- 
Ort. 
: Corrupt Nature will ſhew itſelf in a Fond- 
nels and reſtleſs Defire after vain Delights and 
Enjoyments; in doing its own Will, and ne- 
glecring the Will of God; in a Deafneſs to good 
Exhortatiens; in Selen ern and Wilfulneſs and 
Wicked Affections; in Pride, Luxury and Lewd- 
neſs; in Avarice, Malice, and Intemperance; 
which are the Wor ks of the Devil. But a true 
Chriftian Frame and Temper of Mind is a 
Compoſition of Faith, Love and Piety; of 
Nicekneſs, Patience and Charity; which con- 
liſts in the Knowledge and Love of God, and 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and in divine Contem- 
plations and Cointnanion with him; in a Con- 
tempt of the World and a fixed Reſolution to 
obey God. On the other Hand, worldly mind- 
ed and wicked Men place their Hopes and Hap- 
pineſs in worldly Vanities and ſenſual Enjoy- 
ments; in the Pride of Life and the \\ pplauſe 
of Men: How vain and unprofitable are the 
Projects and Purſuits of ſuch Men? How in- 
conſiſtent with true Wiſom and Felicity! WhO 
truſt in Vanity and ſpeak Lies, who conceive 
Miſchief, and bring forth Iniquity ; their Tranſ- 
ee are multiplied in the Sight of God, 
heir Sins teſtify againſt them, and bring upon 
French unlooked for, Death and Deſtruction. 
How much better and more preferable is Truth 
than Falſhood, Honeſty than Diſhoneſty, Love 
than Hatred ? How much more deſirable and 
excellent 
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excellent is Purity of Heart, the Riches of the 
Mind, and the Glory of God, than unlawful 
Gains, and ſinful Pleaſures, and the Glory of 
the World? When the Soul is once purified 
from theſe little Projects and unſatisfactory Pur- 
ſuits, and comes to have an humble Communion 
and Converſe with the ſupreme Author of it's 
Being, how gladly will it oppoſe and conquer 
the Allurements and Aſſaults of the World, the 
Fleſh and the Devil? And being raviſhed with 
divine Refreſhments and Conſolation from above, 
with what Diſdain will it look down on thoſe 
Things, which are the chief Objects of other 
Mens Deſires, and the main End of their world- 
ly Labours and Deſigns? 

From hence it will appear that good Men 
| have the greateſt Share of true Contentment, of 
inward Peace and Joy ; who walk agreeably to 
thoſe Principles and Doctrines, which Rea- 
ſon and Religion preſcribe to us, with Hearts 
full of the Belief and Love of God, endeavour- 
ing to keep a good Conſcience, and the Unity 
of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace: The Works 
of Religion and Godlineſs are the conſtant Em- 
ployment and ſure Reward of a pious and up- 
right Soul: Heavenly Comforts accompany good 
Men amidſt all the Troubles and Afflictions of 
this preſent Life; and, after Death, will crown 
them with everlaſting Glory. 

But Impiety and Ungodlineſs will bring upon 
us Calamities and Evils, endleſs Torment and 
Vexation. It is obvious and caſy to obſerve the 
Ange and 8 | Fruits of a religious row 
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above thoſe of an ungodly one; if we conſidet 
how much better it is to walk humbly with our 
God, and to praiſe him for all his Benefits, than 
to be careful about every Thing, or anxiouſly 
ſolicitous for what will not profit us. Hov- 
much more lovely and commendable is it to be 
of a mild, compaſſionate Diſpoſition, to forgive 
Injuries, to relieve the Diſtreſſed, to do Good 
and no Ill to our Neighbour, than to be paſſion- 
ate, malicious and revengtul? How much more 
agreeable, to be free from fleſhly Luſts and un- 
ruly Deſires, than to be ever gratifying them, 
and never ſatisfied ? For there can be no Diſreliſh, 
nor Diſcontent in the Ways of Godlineſs, and 
nothing but Diſappointment and Vexat ion in the 
Luſts of the Mind, and in the Vanities and Plea- 
ſures of the World. EN, dl 
Wiſe and good Men are unchangeable amidit 
all the Difficulties and Dangers that ſurround 


them, and immoveable as a Rock, which can- 


not be ſhaken by Storms and Tempeſts; they 
keep a conſtant and even Temper of Mind, and | 
reſt ſatisfied in the Providence of God, and their 
own Integrity: Publick Calamities cannot de- 
prive them of inward Peace and Joy; nor private 
Troubles rob them of their Hopes and Felicity- 
If innumerable Misfortunes fall upon them, they 
will be ſecured and delivered by religious Prin- 
ciples, and heavenly Contemplations: If Pains 
and Sickneſs ſeize upon them, they will patient- 
ly abide the Chaſtiſement of the Lord, and con- 
fide in his Power and Mercy, for their Deliver- 
ance from Death and Deſtruction. But the 
OS Wicked 
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Wicked are toſſed to and fro with the Reproach 
and Applauſe of Men, with every Wind and 
Change of Fortune ; they are lifted up with 
Pride and Selt-conceit, or caſt down into Diſ- 
quiet and Deſpair ; and are like the troubled Sea, 
when 1t cannot reſt, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire 
and Dirt: And there is no Peace faith God, to 
the Wicked: Such are the Devices and Actions 
of wicked Men, which produce nothing but 
Diforder and Confuſion, nothing beneficial to 
others, or truly valuable to themſelves: Who 
have rejected Truth and Honeſty, and put far 
from them the Love of Virtue and Godlineſs, 
and made Shipwreck of Faith and a good Con- 
{cience, which drowns them in Perdition and 
Deſtruction : The Ungodly are bold and confi- 
dent in all manner of Lewdneſs and Iniquity, 
and ſeem fearleſs and undaunted at the Wrath 
of God and future Puniſhments, whilſt no Af- 
fliction nor Calamity befals them: But how de- 
jected and milerable will they be, when the 
Judgments and Terrors of the Almighty ſeize 
upon them? How will they faint and tremble 
when Death is about to ſtrip them of their 
Wealth and Strength, and to cut them off 
from Life, and it's empty Pleaſures? And how 
wretched, how aſtoniſhed will they be, when 
thoſe Props, which ſupported them, are taken 
away; and they are driven from Light into 
| Darkneſs; from ſenſual Enjoyments into eternal 
 Torments? 1 
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Let me therefore 2dly conſider the good and 
bad Conſequences of Virtue and of Vice, and 
ſee how different are the Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments here and hereafte. 


The Bleſſings, which attend the fincere Pro- 
feſſion and Practice of the Chriſtian Religion, 
are not only ſpiritual (4zz.) inward Peace and 
Joy, and, afier this Life, eternal Happineſs in 
a future State; but allo temporal, increaſing and 
eſtabliſhing the Health and Welfare, the Peace 
and Felicity of the outward Man: Godlineſs is 
profitable for all Things, having the Promiſe of 
this prefent Life, as well as of that which is to 


Ole. 


Chriſtianity, and the Practice of the Duties 
which it enjoins, does viſibly improve the Spirit 
and Diſpoſition of Men, correct and amend their 
Manners and Behaviour: This will make the 
bold and confident Offender humble and in- 
offenſive in his Demeanour ; the Paſſionate and 
Revengeful, mild and harmleſs as Doves; and 
the rapacious Churl, bountiful and liberal to the 
Poor: This will make lewd, profane Liber- 
tines, ſober and modeſt and temperate in all 
Things; bloody Ruffians, to become tender- 
hearted and compaſſionate ; the careleſs, fenſe- 
leſs, fr]hardy Wretch, to live ſoberly, rightc- 
_ ouſly and godly in this preſent World: Theſe 
excellent Qualifications and Ornaments of the 
Mind, which Chriſtianity affords, will eſtabliſh 
Faith and Devotion towards God, Rightcouſnets 
and Good-will towards Men, Peace and Glad- 
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neſs within our own Breaſts: When theſe 
Things prevail, there is no Need of Laws and 
Puniſhments to contine their unruly Affections 
and Deſires within due Bounds: No Need of 
Oaths and Obligations to gain them Credit, and 
make them honeſt : No Need of Entreaties to 
be kind and merciful to the Necdy and Afflicted: 
What an agrecable and happy Diſpoſition, what 
a friendly Correſpondence, what a liberal Diſ- 
tribution and Benevolence, will ſuch Doctrines 
and Practices produce ? What hap py Effects and 
Fruits will they bring forth amongſt Men? which 
are the beſt Security of our preſent Eaſe and 
Welfare, and greatly increaſe the temporal Good 
and Felicity of Mankind. Where God is thus 
' honoured he will diſpenſe publick Bleſſings 
amongſt Men; and where Bloodſhed, Rapine 
and Cruelty are abhorred and expelled, there 
can be no Wars nor Deſolations; and where 
Godlineſs, Honeſty, and Charity take place, 

there can be no Miſchiefs, nor Injuries, no 
Want, nor complaining in our Streets. 
The Righteous ſhall rejoice in the Lord, and 
be filled with good Things, and delight them- 
ſelves in Abundance of Peace : He "will bleſs 
them in the City, and in the Field: He will 
blefs the Fruits of the Land, and the Increaſe 
of their Kine ; and preſerve them from the Fa- 
mine, the Sword, and the Peſtilence : But they, 
who wilfully offend againſt God, forfeit all 
Claim to his Protection, juſtly incur his Hatred, 
and will feel the direful Effects of it, and can 
expect nothing but Evil and Miſery to be their 


Portion; 
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Portion; for we find that Wars and Famine, 
bad Seaſons, and ſudden Deaths, Scarcity and 
Diſeaſes among Men and Beaſts, are Tokens of 
God's Anger and Diſpleaſure, and the unhappy 
Fruit of our Iniquity and Contempt of God's 
Laws and Sovereignty over us, occafioned and 
brought upon us by our Impieties and Wicked- 
neſs : Theſe Evils and Calamities could not be- 
fal us, did not the Ungodlineſs and Sins of Men 
roduce them ; nor hurt us, did not they give 
them. their Sting and Venom. 

Profligate Sinners bring Judgments upon them- 
ſelves, and the Places where they live, by the 
Injuries and Diſorders which they commit: It 
is no Wonder to ſee them fall into inſupport- 
able Troubles and Miſeries, who queſtion the 
Power, and reſiſt the Will of God, the Maker 

and Governor of the World; who wilfully cut 
_ themſelves off from his Mercy and loving Kind- 
neſs, by living without him in the World, in 
Oppoſition to ie Government and 1 
It is no Wonder to ſee ſuch heavy Judgments 
poured out on a profane, curſing, rebellious, 
drunken Generation; indeed they may eſcape 
for a Time, but Wrath and Puniſhment will 
ſurely overtake them at the Laſt : For they that 
delight in Curſing, ſhall be accurſed ; and they 
ho love not Bleſſing, it ſhall be far from them. 
How many bloody Battels and horrid Deſola- 
tions have been ee the Ambition and 
Avarice of Princes? How many Murders and 
Robberies have been committed by impious and 
Pri pen Offenders? How many 1 
an 


123 
and Quarrels by Drunkards and ſuch incorri- 
= Sinners? But if Men had an Underſtand- 

ing Heart to diſcern the Majeſty and Power, 
the Mercies and Judgments of God, ſuch Over- 
flowings of Ungodlineſs could not thus over- 
ſpread and lay waſte the whole Earth: If they 
could govern themſelves by the Rules of Tem- 
perance, Righteouſneſs and Godlineſs, ſuch Le- 
gions of evil Spirits could not inhabit in them; 
ſuch Monſters of Pride and Avarice, of Lewd- 
neſs and Diſhoneſty, would not appear in the 
World, and triumph over it: If the Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity ; if Humility and Patience, Truth 
and Mercy; could prevail over us, ſo much 


Bloodſhed and Revenge, Lying and Stealing, 


and committing Adultery, would vaniſh 1 2 7 

and not be known amongſt Men. 
Good Men will be frequent in Prayer and 
Communion with God, and employed in good 
Works, which raiſe our Affections above the 
World, extinguiſh ſinful Luſts and Paſſions, and 
ſhew the Excellency and Advantages of divine 
Virtues, which promote the Good and Welfare 
of all Mankind, and advance Love, Peace and 
Joy which can never fail. But wicked Men 
are immerſed and ſwallowed up in the Cares 
and Enjoyments of this Life, overcharged with 
Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, which inflame their 
Luſts and Paſſions, and make them given up to 
deluſive Vanities, and extravagant Luſts; which 
fill the Body with Pains and Diſeaſes, and the 
Soul with vicious and depraved Affections; and 
the whole Man becomes blind and brutiſh, "fat 

ſua 
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ſual and deviliſh, and cannot eſcape the Evil, nor 
fly from the Wrath to come. Thus Bleſſing 
and Curling depends upon our Obedience or 
Sinfulneſs; and there is an all-ſeeing Eye, which 
continually inſpects the Ways of Men, and an 
omnipotent Arm, ſtretched out from Heaven, 
which does what ſeemeth it good, diſpenſing Re- 
wards and Puniſhments according to the Doings 
of the Children of Men. Whoſoever goes about 
to deny this, may as well deny the Succeſſion 
of Day and Night, of Summer and Winter ; or 
the Growth and Increaſe of the Fruits of the 
Earth, which ſupply the Wants of all living 

Creatures. 
Such a natural Tendency and Fitneſs has 
Chriſtianity, and a faithful Obedience thereto, to 
procure publick Bleſſings and happy Times, and 
to obtain Peace and Proſperity in this Life, that 
it will prevail with God to manifeſt himſelf to 
be our Protector and Saviour, and to command 
the kind Influence of the Heavens to deſcend 
upon the Earth, that ſhe may bring forth her 
Increaſe ; and He will open the Storehouſe of 
his Mercies, and not ſuffer us to want any Thing 
that 1s good: Religion and Piety will alſo ren- 
der Mankind bountiful and compaſſionate to one 
another, and prevent the Evils and Miſchiefs 
that Sin and Diſobedience do manifeſtly bring 
upon us: If Men would acknowledge this, and 
experience the Power and Mercy of God, which 
is the Support and Salvation of all Things, and 
pay him that eaſy and reaſonable Service which 
e requires of us, we ſhou!d reap the happy 
Fruits 
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Fruits of Goodneſs and Virtue in the outward 
and inward Man ; and find Light and Life ſpring 
up in our Darknefs and Shadow of Death; 
Chearfulneſs and Honeſty, inſtead of Mourn- 
ing and Injuries; and the Scourge of Diſeaſes 
and Miſeries would be removed far from us, and 
we ſhould rejoice in the Love and Peace and Sal- 
vation of our Gd. » 

The Nature of Sin and the fatal Conſequence 
of it can never be changed, which is a wilful 
Tranſgreſſion of the Laws and Will of God, and 
the fruitful Parent of innumerable Calamities. 
Such Obſtinacy and Rebellion provokes God to 
withdraw his Bleſſings from us, and to pour 
the Vials of his heavy Judgments upon us: Pub- 
lick Sins will draw down publick Calamities; 
the Sword, the Famine and the Peſtilence, are 
Scourges wherewith he viſits the Nations and 
People, whereby whole Kingdoms and Coun- 
tries are ruined and undone, þ 

The Sins of Men provoke God to {mite them 
with ſundry Grievances and manifold kinds of 
Death; to make the Heavens over our Heads 
Braſs, and the Earth under our Feet Iron; to 
conſume the Fruits of the Land with Blaſting 
and Vermin ; or to prevent their Growth by 
unkindly Seaſons and inclement Weather, and 
do ſmite the guilty Race of Men with Blindneſs 
and Madneſs, and Aſtoniſhment of Heart; and 
d ſend upon them Curſing, Vexation, and Re- 
buke, in all that they ſet their Hand unto, for 
to do it, until they are deſtroyed and periſh. 


In 
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In ſuch Times many are ſo great Enemies 
to God and themſelves, that they will not diſ- 
cern and acknowledge the Hand of God therein, 

but impute theſe Judgments to. natural Cauſes 
and mere Chance ; whereby they exclude God 
from the Government of the World, and pro- 
voke him to deliver them up to the Powers of 
Darkneſs and evil Angels to enſlave and deſtroy 


them: Who aſcribe Drought and Sickneſs to a 


bad Air ; Wars and Slaughters to the Ambition 
of Princes; Shipwrecks and Loſſes to violent 


Storms; Fire and Deſolation to common Acci- 


dents and Events: All which may be true; but 


the Error lies in not ſeeing and owning God's 


Government and Providence, and the Wilful- 
neſs and Sinfulneſs of Men, which is the prime 


Cauſe and Mover of ſuch Accidents and Cala- 


mities, and that he ordereth all Things, both in 
Heaven and in Earth. Such Men contribute, 
what in them lies, to keep the World in a State 
of Infidelity and Miſery ; and continue hoping 
for better Times, without forſaking thoſe Sins 
which occaſioned bad ones, until they are con- 
ſumed and periſh; and ſuch Judgments may not 
be owned and acknowledged by wicked Men, 


but will prove no leſs fatal, and not fail to ac- 
compliſh their End. 


Every Blaſphemer and evil Doer, is an In- 


cendiary in the Commonwealth, who indeed 
does not take Fire in his Hand to do it, but ſtirs 
up the divine Vengeance to break out in Burn- 
ings and direful Tokens of his Anger and Diſ- 


pleaſure: Every Niggard and Miſer is 


a Plague 


to 
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to his own Family, and to all Perſons he deals 
with: Every Drunkard ſelleth his Birthright for 
ſtrong Drink; and is the Cauſe of Scarcity and 
Miſery 1n his own Houſe ; ever ſpreading his 
Infection and doing Miſchief by his Words and 
Example, and waſting thoſe good Things which 
are for the Support and Succour of others, and 
enticing them to run with him to the fame 
Exceſs of Riot. Every Enemy to Religion 
and Virtue is an Enemy to the Good and Wel- 
fare of others, and of himſelf. Such Tranſ- 


greſſions againſt the Laws of the Almighty, 


cauſe the Air to be unwholeſom; the Earth to 


be unfruitful ; the Sea to be tempeſtuous, and 


our Enemies to inſult and triumph over us, and 
bring upon us Diſquiet, Contempt and Miſery ; 


they take away the innocent Freedom and Mirth 
of the People; turn our Feaſts into Mourning ; 
our Converſation into Hypocriſy ; and the World 
into a kind of Hell, where there is weeping and 
wailing, and onaſhing of Teeth. 


Virtue and Goodneſs, which proceeds from 
the Knowledge and Loye of God, not only ſe- 
cures our temporal Happineſs, but brings Peace 


and Bleſſedneſs to the inward Man, and is Health 
and Joy unto the Soul ; which heals it's Diſtem- 


pers and Diſorders, gives it a ſprightly Vigour 


and Alacrity, and yields a grateful Senſe of God's 


Goodneſs and its own Felicity: But Intempe- 
rance and Luſt, Diſhoneſty and Ungodlineſs, 


are the Effects of Infidelity, and a Love of the 


World, and the Fountains of perpetual Diſquiet 
and Miſery. He, who hath raiſcd his Thoughts 
| D 2 =. and 
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and Deſires to that uncreated Light and Glory, 
which is above, will have different Affections, 
difterent Purſuits, from him, whoſe Hopes and 
Happinels are confined to the Riches and Plea- 


| ſures of this World. The Love of God, and 


of whatſoever Things are true, honeſt and juſt, 
of whatſoever Things are pure, lovely, and of 
good Report, cauſe the Soul to delight itſelf in 
the moſt deſirable and ſatisfactory Enjoyments, 

and fix the Heart on the moſt excellent and 
durable Objects: But a Love of the World and 
earthly Enjoyments deceive and difappoint it's 
Expectations, and are only Snares and Reſtraints 
to Guilt and Puniſhment : But divine Love hath 


no Bounds; which is forever delighted with the 


Beauties ad Wonders of the Creation and Re- 


demption of the World; which are the con- 
tinued Fruits and Manifeſtations of God's infi- 
nite Power and Goodneſs; and a divine Life 


founded hereon, hath Liberty and Peace, Joy 
and Blefledneſs forever. 


Who then will reject theſe Virtues and their Re- 
wards, which are ſo commendable and advantage- 
ous, and refuſe to obey theſe Doctrines and Pre- 


cepts, which he hath given us, by his Son Jeſus 


Chriſt, which are moſt juſt, equitable, and bene- 
ficial for us? Who will not chooſe, and glad- 
ly ſubmit to thoſe Laws, which only can eſtabliſh 
our preſent Peace and eternal Bliſs? Which only 
can reſtrain us from Impieties, Injuries and De- 
baucheries ; which bring down the Wrath of 
God apo us; which will be a Te error and Sa- 

vour 


( 29 ) 


vour of Death unto evil Doers, and the Pro- 
tection and Felicity of them that do well. 

A wicked Man is under the Tyranny of the 
Prince of Darkneſs, and incapable of knowing 
and purſuing his own Good : There can be no 
greater Folly and Slavery, no greater Debaſe- 
ment to human Nature, than ſinful Luſts, and 
a confident Rebellion againſt God; which war 
againſt the Soul, and bring it into Captivity un- 
to the Law of Sin; which degrades Men, who 
were made a little lower than the Angels, into a 
far worſe Condition, than the Beaſts which periſh. 
So unnatural and unaccountable is the Diſobe- 
dience of Man againſt his Maker: So diſho- 
nourable and ungrateful is a wilful Offender 


againſt his only Benefactor: So guilty and con- 


demned is a preſumptuous Sinner before the Go- 
vernor and Judge of all the Earth; that nothing 
can deſerve greater Shame and Puniſhment than 
| ſuch obſtinate Offences and wilful Sins, com- 
mitted againſt God, our Brethren, and ourſelves, 
Excellent therefore is the Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
that Goſpel, which we have received from Hea- 
ven, by Mo/es and the Prophets, by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, which enjoins Faith, Love, and 
_ Godlineſs, Truth, Juſtice, and Honeſty ; Pa- 
tience under Wants and Sufferings; Compaſſion 
to the Miſerable and Afflicted, and a reatonable 
Service and Obedience towards God: Which re- 
quires nothing but what is our Advantage and 
Intereſt to comply with; nothing but what will 
highly contribute to our Comfort and Welfare: 
Which inſtructs us in che Way to Heaven, by 
8 thoſe 
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thoſe Doctrines which our Saviour taught and 
directs us in the Way to eternal Happineſs, by 
thoſe Rules which he hath marked out; which 
teach us to love God with all our Heart, and our 
Neighbour as ourſelves, and delight ourſelves in 
Works of Piety and Beneficence. Excellent is 
that Religion which gives us theſe glorious Pri- 
vileges, the Adoption of the Sons of God, and 
the Comfort and Conduct of his holy Spirit; 
which has ſo well provided for the Happineſs of 
others, as well as of ourſelves; and ſo annexed 
the one to the other, that we cannot be cruel 
nor injurious to them, without troubling our 
own Fleſh; nor kind and compaſſionate, juſt 
and merciful, without feeling a ſenſible Satis- 
faction therein, which is moſt conducive to the 
Peace and Felicity of the Soul; which is the 
beſt Means to eſtabliſſ the Good and Proſperity 
of all Mankind. ͤ 8 
Moſt wretched and miſerable is their Condi- 
tion, who live in Defiance to theſe Precepts and 
Doctrines, and to the Will of him, who ruleth 
in Heaven and in Earth: They become their 
own Tormentors, whoſe Sins, like Furies, per- 
petually vex and ſcourge them; whoſe Con- 
ſcience is a gnawing Worm that never dies; 
making them a Plague and Terror to themſelves 
and others. Whoredom and Drunkenneſs and 
inordinate Affections are infernal Enchantments, 
which bereave Men of their Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding, and leave them reprobate to every good 
Work, forſaken of God, and expoſed to every 
nt, 8 Temptation, 
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Temptation, falling from one Wickedneſs to 
another, and at laſt into eternal Perdition. 

There is ſomething ſo ſacred and excellent in 
the Chriſtian Religion, that it will ever be ho- 
noured and eſteemed amongſt Men: The Lord 
is with them that love him, and his Glory ſhineth 
upon them: His Angels guide and defend the 
Innocent and Godly that ne Evil may happen 
unto them. The Doctrines of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, ſuch as Humility and Patience, Purity 

of Heart, and Holineſs of Life; Kindneſs and 


Beneficence towards our Brethren, will manifeſt 


us to be the Children of God, will employ us 


in good Works, and afford us the bleſſed Fruits 
of Love and Joy, and Peace with God and Man. 


A pious Obedience, or ſinful Diſobedience, 


will therefore bleſs us with Proſperity and Hap- 


pineſs, or bring upon us Curſes, and publick 


Calamities; and fill us with eternal Peace and 


Joy, or with eternal Remorſe and Miſery : For 
God will be a gracious Father to cheriſh and 
comfort us; or a ſevere Judge to punith and 
deſtroy us; and puts a wide Difference between 
him that ſerveth him, and him that ſerveth him 


not: He that ſeeketh to do whatſoever Things 


are pure and lovely, is delivered from innumer- 
able Evils; He that giveth Alms will find Mer- 
cy and Help in Time of Need; He that ſerveth 

God, will be protected and bleſſed by him; who 


will render to every Man according to his Works: 
Crofles and Diſappointments to the Froward ; 


Deluſive Joys to the Voluptuary; Pains and 


Diſeaſes to the Lewd and Intemperate ; Per- 


plexities 
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plexities and Troubles to the Unrighteous and 
Profane ; Judgment, without Mercy, to the Ob- 
ſtinate and Unmerciful ; and the bitter Pains of 
eternal Death to incorrigible Sinners. ; 

If therefore there be any Diſtinction between 
Good and Evil; any Rewards and Puniſhments 
to be diſtributed unto Men in the Day of Judg- _ 
ment: If there be any Virtue in holy Doctrines 
and good Intentions: If there be any Praiſe 
in good Deeds and charitable Employments: If 
there be any Miſchief, Shame and Puniſhment 
in evil Purpoſes and Actions, think on theſe 
Things, to do the one and ſhun the other, and 
the God of Peace ſhall be with you. _ 
Laſtly, Let theſe divine Virtues be the Study 
and Employment of your Lives ; and the Or- 
naments and Attire of your Souls, to meet Chriſt, 
your Bridegroom, and to gain you Admittance 
to the Marriage Feaſt : Who is coming to judge 
the World, and to condemn it's guilty Inha- 
bitants to unquenchable Fire, and to receive his 
choſen People into his Kingdom of Glory. 
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EHE STAN s iv. 6; 


Who i 5 above all, and thr . all, and in 18 all, 


and am now leaving the World, and return- 
ing to the Maker and Judge of all Men : 
And beſeech you to accept this my laſt Ex- 
hortation and Intreaty to believe in God, and to 
ſerve him. Know ye, therefore, that the Lord 
your God, he is God in Heaven above, and in 
the Earth beneath. The Lord is one God. and 


beſides him there is no Saviour; who wall not 


: J: long had my Gehen among you, 


| admit of any Rival in thy Heart and Affections; 


and will be to thee every Thing which thou 

can'ſt deſire; Health and Relief from Pain and 
Sickneſs; Peace and Comfort, under all thy 
Troubles and Afflictions; Help and Strength to 
the Needy in his Diſtreſs; and the Reſurrection 
and the Life after Death: Vour Fear and Love, 
your Deſires and Affections muſt be unfeigned 


and undivided, and center in him alone; whoſe 
wt 5 E All- 


(34) 
All-ſufficiency will ſupport and ſuccour you in 
all Dangers and "Temptations, and deliver you 
from Sin and Death. 

It is your Wiſdom and Felicity to know the 
living God and Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath ſent; 
and to obſerve and keep his Commandments and 
to do his Will, in your ſeveral Callings and Sta- 
tions; who only can make all Things go well 
with you, and protect and bleſs you forever: 
Forget not the natural Life, which, like a Cloud, 
appeareth for a little Time, and then vaniſheth 
away : Nor the rational Soul, which is capable 
of Virtue and of Vice; of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, which are intellectual and everlaſting : 
Forget not the Fall of our firſt Parents; how 

their Wiſdom and Felicity and Glory departed 
from them, and they became aſhamed, guilty, 
and condemned: Nor the Reſtoration chat is in 
Jeſus Chriſt the ſecond Repreſentative of all 
Mankind; by whom we may be reconciled to 
God the Father, renewed in the Spirit of our 
Minds, and received into the Adoption of Sons. 
Forget not the Things which thine Eyes have 
leen, Light and Darkneſs, the viſible Beauties 
and Witneſles of God Almighty's Power and 
_ Goodneſs, which are in Heaven and in Earth; 
whoſe ſecret Providence ſupports and governs al 
Creatures, and diſpoſes of all Events. Let it be 
your Wiſdom and Felicity, not to ſeek to do 
your own Will, and to follow your own De— 
vices, which lead you into Miſchief, and end in 
Death: Your ert Luſts and wilful Diſobe- 
2 dience, 
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the Wrath of God, who is a conſuming Fire. 


Behold the Heaven of Heavens is the Lord 
thy God's, and the Earth and all that is therein; 


from whence cometh thy Salvation and Proſ- 
perity, and all the Neceſſaries and Accommoda- 
tions of Life; for he is thy Life and Succour ; 

he is thy Praiſe and thy Glory, Know that the 
Lord thy God, is the God that ruleth and 
judgeth the Earth; that ſheweth Mercy to them 
that love him, and repayeth Vengeance to his 
Adverſaries: It is he that will bleſs the Fruit of 
thy Land, and the Increaſe of thy Kine, and 
give Succeſs to all thy Labours and Undertake- 
ings: But if thou wilt be ſtubborn, and walk 


in thy own Ways, and rebel againſt him, thou 


ſhalt be ſnared therein; ; Rebuke and Trouble 
ſhall cleave unto thee, and thou ſhalt be ſudden- 
ly cut oft; for he only holdeth thy Soul in Life, 
and viverh thee Food and Namen and fruitful 
Seaſons, and inward Peace and Felicity here, 
and beyond the Grave heavenly Habitations. 


Remember the Lord thy God in Plenty and 


| Fulneſfs, and give him Thanks and Praiſe, and 


cleave unto him, in Scarcity and Afliction, for 


his Aid and Salvation : Be obedient to the Voice 
of the Lord your God, who ſpeaketh to you in 
the Clouds, and wonderful Diſpenſations of his 


Providence, in the Old and New Teſtament; and 
in the ecret Whiſpers and Inſpirations of his 


holy Spirit. Remember how thou haſt pro- 
voked God to Wrath, by thy Forgetfulneſs and 
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dience defile your Nature and expoſe you to 


Contempt of him, and by a wilful Breach of his 


ä (36) 
Laws and Covenants; how ſome of you have 
been guilty of the moſt preſumptuous Sins, and 

the Authors of your own Ruin and Deſtruction: 
But he is long ſuffering, and had rather that 
the Sinner would turn from his Wickedneſs 
and live, and he will pardon him. 

Your Eyes have ſeen how the Lord your 
God can make the Heaven over your Head 
Braſs, and the Earth Iron; that there be no 

Rain, nor the Land yield her Fruits; and can 
make the Fowls and the Cattle, and their 
Owners to periſh and conſume away ; and as 
ſoon reſtore Graſs in the Fields, and Plenty of 

Food, and that they may eat and live, and be 

filled with good Things : Who, from the Begin- 
ning to the End of the Year, preſideth over all 
Things, and doeth whatſcever pleaſeth him, in 
Heaven and in Earth; and in the End of the 

World, will judge both the Quick and the Dead; 
for the Hour is coming, in which, all that are 
in the Grave ſhall hear his Voice, and ſhall 
come ſorth; and they that have done Good, un- 
to the Reſurrection of Life: and they that have 
done Evil, unto the Reſurrection of Damnation. 
Remember Him who was born of a pure Vir- 
gin, and brought from Heaven glad Tidings of 
Grace and Salvation unto Men; and diſpelleæd 

the Darkneſs of Infidelity and Sin among the 
Ferrs and Gentiles, and deſtroyed the Works of 
the Devil : Who manifeſted the Beauty of Ho- 

lineſs, Faith and Devotion, of Meekneſs and 

Patience; of Love and Charity: Who appeared 
more excellent than any of the Sons of Me, 

aud 


1 
and his Glory as the Glory of the only begotten 
Son of God. Remember Him, who was inno- 


cent and undefiled; the Pattern of all Goodneſs 


and Perfection, and unworthy of any Sorrow, 
or Puniſhment. Contider Him, who endured 
ſuch Contradiction of Sinners againſt himſelf ; 
and thereby made Suffering and Affliction the 
Diſcipline and Improvement of the Soul, and 


momentary Sorrows the Means of eternal Bleſ- 


ſedneſs; and Death the Gate of Life, and En- 


trance into heavenly Manſions: Conſider Him, 
who delivers us from all Troubles and Afflicti- 
ons, which are the Offspring of our Impiety and 
Ungodlineis ; who is Light in Darkneſs, the 
Ranſom from: Sin, and Life in Death: Who 
directeth our Souls towards God and eternal Life; 
and putteth us in Mind of departing from all 
Iniquity, and of attaining to heavenly Perfection 
and Glory, See Him, who is the Meſſenger 
and Witneſs of Grace and Salvation, and of the 
| Benefits of divine Virtues, and of the Felicities 
of a future State : See Him deſpiſed and affficted 


and put to Death, and you will fee your own. 


Likeneſs, and the Frailties of human Nature 
made triumphant and victorious over worldly 
| Vanities and the Pride of Life; and Mourning 
turned into Gladneſs, and Heavineſs into eternal 
Joy: By whom the Wickedneſs of the World is 
overcome, Man is redeemed from eternal Miſery, 
and received into eternal Glory ; by whom the 


Poiſon of Sin is healed, and the Sting of Death 


is taken away; and the Treaſures of divine Vir- 
ftues, 
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and given to the Children of Men. 
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tues, and of his heavenly Kingdom, are opened 


It is your Wiſdom and Felicity to know the 


Holy Ghoſt, the Lord and Giver of Life and 


Motion, and Increate to all Things ; and to live 
and act under this Influence and Power from on 


high, which effectually worketh all in all; and 


to obey this holy Spirit, which worketh in us to 


will and to do, the Works of Nature, and of 
Grace: Chriſt is the Author and Original of 
all Life and Action, of all Truth and Goodneſs 


in the Bodies and Souls of Men. Forget not 


Him, who is ſent in the Place of the bleſſed 
Telus, to be a Guide and Comforter to the Souls 


of Men; to collect and ſeal his People, choſen 


out of the World, to {erve him, and to unite 


and cftabliſh his "Ohh amongſt Men ; by 


whom it is guided and governed, in 1 Vir- 
tues and good W orks, and by Repentance, Faith, 


and Obedience, made meet to partake of the 


Inheritance of the Saints in Light: Forget not 


Him, who is ſent to ſhew us the Way 8 Hea- 
ven, and to aſſure us of the Truth and Certain- 
ty of it ; and is the Light and Lite to lead and 


conduct us thither: Who is ſent to bear Wit- 


nefs with our Spirit, that we are made like unto 
God, redeemed from the Bondage of Corrup- 
tion and the Tyranny of the Devil, and ſhall be 
raiſed up, at the laſt Day, from the Darkneſs of 


the Grave, to a bleſſed Immortality; and to tet- 
tity. within us, that we are regenerate, and the 
adopted Sons of God, and Heirs of a glorious In- 
Heritance ; and to make it manifeſt we are are 


ſealed 
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ſealed hereby unto the Day of Redemption; 
become his peculiar People, zealous of good 
Works, and, after Death, ſhall be received in 
heavenly Manſions of everlaſting Bliſs and Glory. 
Behold the Tabernacle of God is with Men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his 
People; and God himſelf ſhall be with them, 
and be their God : Behold the Kingdom of God 
is within you, which is not Meat and Drink, 
but Righteouſneſs and Peace, and Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt : Behold what Manner of Love the 
Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould 
be called the Sons of God; and how the three 
\ Perſons, in the ever bleſſed Trinity, are concern- 
ed in the Creation, Redemption, and Salvation 
of Men. 

Cleave unto the Lord thy God, with Full 


Purpoſe of Heart, and ſeek unto him for Aid 


and Protection : Who i is a God of Might and 
Mercy, without Imperfection and Deceit ; He 
1s the Rock from whence thou art hewn, and 


his Work is perfect; his Doing cannot be . 


ed nor changed; his Will cannot be withſtood 


nor defeated ; nor his Word be undone or un- 


finiſhed : Is it not He, that hath made, of one 
Blood, all the Nations upon Earth, and hath 


choſen unto himſelf the Penitent and Holy? Is 


it not He, that divideth to all People their In- 


heritance, and hath appointed different Stations 


and Employments unto Men? Is it not He, that 
wounds and heals ; that killeth and maketh 


alive; neither 1s there any that can deliver out of 


his Hand ? Is it not He, that ſeparateth the Good 
trom 
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from the Bad, and maketh an evident Diſt inction 


between him that ſerveth him, and him that 
ſerveth him not; for the Ford's Portion is his 


People, and good Men the Lot of his Inheri- 
tance? But ſome will deſpiſe the God that made 


and ſupports them, and lightly eſteem the Dock 
of their Salvation; wilfully rebel againſt the ſo- 
vereign Ruler of the World, and daily provoke 
him to Anger, by their repeated Tranſgreſſions: 
But his Mercy doth not blot out his Juſtice, nor 


his long Suffering prevent his Vengeance; from 
ſuch he will hide his Face, and deny them his 
Protection and Bleſſing: Their Foot ſhall ſlide 


in due Time, and they ſhall ſuddenly die in their 
Sins; his Judgments will overtake them, and 
they ſhall be cut off with bitter Deſtruction. O 


that Men were wiſe, that they underſtood this, 
that they would confider their latter End! 


I am now grown infirm and almoſt overcome 


with Pain and Sickneſs, and can no longer con- 
tinue with you, and the Days are approaching 
that I muſt die; but another, I hope ſome good 
Man, will ſupply my Place among you, and 


will faithfully inſtruct you in heavenly Things, 


and duly adminiſter God's holy Sacraments; 


which are our Covenants with him, and Teſti- 


monies of his Mercy and Pardon, and Seals of 


our Acceptance and Adoption, of our Redemp- 
tion and everlaſting Salvation. The Law of the 


Lord thy God is not hidden from thee, neither 
is it afar off: Which requires, 


That thou worſhip not any Thing that is 
made ; nor make any Thing to worſhip. 


. 
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0 That thou reverence and fear the Name of 


the Lord thy God, and not uſe it in profane 


Oaths, or common Diſcourſe. 


That thou honour thy Parents with Love and 
Obedience, for their Education and good Things 


which they have given thee. 


That thou commit no Murder, by N 
Quarrels, or exceſſive Paſſion. 


That thou commit no Adultery, nor Forni- 


cation, nor Uncleanneſs. 


'That thou rob none of their Wealth and 


| | Goods which belong to them. 


That thou rob none of their Right and Re- 


putation, by falſe Witneſs or Slander. 


That thou covet nothing which is another 


Man 8, but be content with thine own. 


Which contains our Duty to God and Man, 


: and; 1s fully explained in our Saviour's Sermon 
on the Mount. 


In which, Life and Death, Curſing <6 Bleſ- 
fin ng, Good and Evil, is {et before thee, and 


preached and enforced by his Miniſters, to turn 
thee from thy evil Doings, and to make thee 
forſake them, and live, Love therefore the 
Lord thy God, and obey his Voice, that thou 
mayeſt inherit a Bleſſing, and thy Soul may live: 


For he is thy Life and the Length of thy Days 
and the Support and Succour of all his Creatures, 
and the Maker and Judge of all Men; leſt theſe 


| Revelations from God, in the Old and New J. efta- 


ment, and continual Warnings from Men, teſtify 


againſt thee, and increaſe thy Damnation. 
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Unto the Place which the Lord your God 
hath choſen, even to his holy Habitation, ſhall 
you ſeek "Ho Aid in Time of Diſtreſs ; ard: thi- 


ther come, to pay your Sacrifice of Prayer and 


Thankſgiving ; to hear his Voice, and under- 
ſtand the Myſtery of Godlineſs; and if you 


worſhip him with Faith and Stedfaſtneſß, y 


will ſend you Help from his holy Place ; he will 
teach you of his Ways, and the Paths of Life 


| ſhall be made known unto you. 


If an upſtart Preacher, or Dreamer, entice 


| thee to any new Faith or Doctrine, conſent thou 


not unto him and reject him: But walk _ 
the Lord thy God, in Truth and Holineſs, 


fear him and keep his Commandments, pore 


obey his Voice, and cleave unto him and ſerve 


him all the Days of thy Life; and he will look 


down with Mercy upon thee, and give thee 


Peace and Proſperity, and make all Things work 


together for thy Good. Let there not be any 


one among you, whoſe Heart turneth away from 
the Lord your God; nor any Root among you, 


that beareth Gall and Bitterneſs : H that ſhall 
bleſs himſelf in bis Heart faying, I ſhall have 
Peace and eſcape Puniſhment, tho' I walk in the 


Imagination of my Heart, and commit any dead- 
ly Sin, and add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt 3 the 
Lord ſhall give ſuch a one the Fruit of his Do- 


ings, and heap Miſchief upon him; he will ſe- 
pParate him unto Evil, and make him to inherit 
the Curſes denounced: againſt him. 


If thou wilt obey the Voice of the Lord thy 


God, and obſerve to do his Will, thou ſhalt 
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be bleſſed at Home and Abroad; the Lord ſhall 
open unto thee, his good Treafures of Wiſdom, 
and Peace, and Felicity, and na Plague hall 
come nigh thy Dwelling : But if thou wilt not 
| hearken to his Voice, to keep his Command- 
ments, and do them, thou ſhalt be vexed and 
curſed when thou goeſt out, and when thou 
comeſt in; he will ſend upon thee Trouble and 
Rebuke, in all that thou ſetteſt thine Hand unto; 
and will ſmite thee with a Conſumption and 
Diſeaſes, becauſe of the Wickedneſs of thy Do- 
ings, whereby thou haſt forſaken him, until 
thou perith and be deſtroyed ; and thou ſhalt 
walk in Darkneſs and Error, and be oppteſſed 
and ſpoiled evermore, and no Man fhall tave 
thee, and there ſhall be no Might nor Deliver- 
ance in thine Hand. He ſhall ſend Diſtreſs and 
Anguiſh, a trembling Heart, and Sorrow of 
Mind; from Heaven ſhall it come upon thee, 
until thou be deſtroyed. 
Secret Things woos unto the Lord, who is 
_ unſeen and ſecretly governs and directs all Things 
in the Univerſe, by his Wiſdom and Providence: 
Who bleſſeth the Righteous with ſecret Bleſſings 
in the inner Man; and curſeth the Ungodly with 
Torment and Diſquict, and he difcerneth it not ; 
with many Evils and Troubles, and he cannot 
eſcape them: He is a God that hideth himſelf 
and doeth great Things, and unſearchable in 
Heaven and in Earth: Secret Things in the 
Works of Nature and of Grace, and of Judg- 
ment, and of Mercy, belong unto the Lord; the 
Diſcovery of the Wau . Darkneſs; the for- 


ſaking 
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faking the Ungodly, and the Puniſhment of ſe- 


cret Sins; ; but thoſe which are revealed belong 


unto us; and thoſe Bleſſings and Curſes which 
are diſtributed by an inviſible Hand, we know 
will cieave unto us, according to our Fidelity 
or Diſobedience; and that Good or Evil, which 


is the Fruit of our Doings in this Lite, will be 


our Portion for ever. 
But if thou wilt return unto the Lord thy 


God, after any of theſe Calamities and Evils 


have befallen thee, with all thy Heart and Mind, 
he will return unto thee and pardon thine tai. 
quities; and will rejoice over thee to do thee 
Good, and, in the End, give thee Poſſeſſion of 


an incorr uptible and heavenly Inheritance. Our 


imperfect Obedience in doing the Will of God, 
and hearty Repentance for the Sins we have 
committed, will be accepted and available to 


our For giveneſs and Remiſſion, through the Sa- 
crifice and Interceihion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 


and, through him, we may be reconciled to the 
Lord our God, and find Redemption and eter- 


nal Salvation: We may be ſtrengthened with 


Might, by his Spirit, in the inner Man, to 
think and do thoſe Things that be good, and to 
keep his Commandments; and to have Victory 


over the World, the Fleſh and the Devil; and 


be ſealed for his choſen People, unto the Reve- 


lation of the righteous Judgment of God; when 
the bleſſed Jeſus ſhall come again with great 


Power and Glory, and ſhall ſend his Angels, 


and ſhall gather together his Elect, from the 


fcur Winds, from the uttermoſt Part of the 
Earth, 
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Earth, to the uttermoſt Part of Heaven; and 
the wicked and obſtinate Offenders ſhall be caſt 


into everlaſting Fire. 
Since the Time of Death is drawing on, and 


cannot be eſcaped, and an eternal Reward or 


Puniſhment will then be thy Portion forever, 
how ſhould'ſt thou mind what God hath taught 
and told thee; and ſearch after what he requires 
of thee; ſet thyſelf to practiſe it, that thou 
mayeſt obtain his Promiſe, and be faved in the 
Day of Judgment. Cleave unto thy God, the 
Maker and Judge of all Men, with thy whole 

Heart and Affections, and not faintly nor feign- 
edly ; for when thou ſeekeſt his Grace and 
Mercy, and retaineſt thy own Folly and Sinful- 


neſs, thou art deceived, and will come ſhort of 


the Praiſe and Glory of God. Get above the 
:  Luſts of the Fleſh and of the World, for every 
Luſt warreth againſt the Inſpiration of the Spi- 
rit, and renderh to deſtroy the Life of God and 
of Chriſt in us: Forſake the vain Converſation. 
of Men, and the Error in which ſo many are 
P involved ; and abſtain from the Pride of Life, 
and the Infidelity of the Ungodly. Believe in 
the inviſible God, who judgeth the World righte- 
ouſly, and governeth the Nations upon the Earth, 
and in Jeſus Chriſt, who came from Heaven 
to be the Saviour of the World, and be ſecure 
of Mercy and Salvation, and ſanctifed by a Be- 
ef the Truth. ; 
He that is thus furniſhed with the Know- 
ledge and Love of God, and of his Son Jeſus 


Chriſt, will ſtand at a Diſtance from all Sin, 


| and 
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and be amazed at it; and will live under the 
Guidance of the holy Spirit, and hath God 
within him, and cannot fail of an everlaſting 
and incorruptible Inheritance in the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

And my Prayer for you is, that you may 
abound more and more in all Knowledge and 
Judgment; that you may approve Things that 
are excellent; that ye may be ſincere and with- 
out Offence *till the Day of Chriſt; and be 
filled with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which 
are by Jeſus Chriſt, unto the Praiſe and Glory 
of God. 


